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- UNFPA-DFAT partnership on measuring 
VAW data 2016-2019:

• Build the capacity to conduct national studies 
on VAW prevalence

• Knowledge capture and sharing

kNOwVAWdata

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On 24 Aug last year we launched the 3.5 year UNFPA DFAT intitiative. This initiavies aims to Build the capacity of selected regional and national institutions to conduct national studies on VAW prevalence, through Partnering with a regional institution to build capacity and provide technical assistance to countries, andOngoing support to countries to undertake studies using WHO methodology or DHS module, including analysis and use data for policy, effective programming and monitoring Further we aim to increase availability and accessibility of information on national studies on VAW, lessons learned and other related resourcesIn this picture (on the right) are some information products that we have already produced (USB stick)you can also follow us on FB and twitter [CLICK] this logo that symbolizes that we need to know data to be able to work to have NO VAW



SDG Goal 5: Achieve gender equality 
and empower all women and girls

Target 5.2. 
• Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the 
public and private spheres including trafficking and sexual and other 
types of exploitation

Indicators:
• 5.2.1. (“IPV”) Proportion of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 
years and older subjected to physical, sexual or psychological 
violence by a current or former intimate partner, in the last 12 months, 
by form of violence and by age group

• 5.2.2. (“SV”) Proportion of women and girls aged 15 years and older 
subjected to sexual violence by persons other than an intimate 
partner, in the last 12 months, by age group and place of occurrence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are living in historical times. While in the MGDs Violence against women was not included, with the new 2030 agenda VAW is present in the SDGs. In particular in SDG goal 5 on achieving gender equality and empowering of all women and girls is providing the context for data collection on VAW prevalence. With target 5.2 on the elimination of all forms of violence against all women and girls in the pubic and private spheres….Of particular relevance for measuring prevalence are indicators 5.2.1 and 5.2.2. 5.2.1. (“IPV”) Proportion of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected to physical, sexual or psychological violence by a current or former intimate partner, in the last 12 months, by form of violence and by age group5.2.2. (“SV”) Proportion of women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected to sexual violence by persons other than an intimate partner, in the last 12 months, by age group and place of occurrenceTwo comments:These SDG indicators provide an aspirational framework for VAW data collection (show that the issue is important),  These indicators are difficult and risky to measure.  Because of the sensitivity and risks involved it is important that data for the indicators should not be collected for its own sake and we advocate that such data on should only be collected when they will be properly used into policies and activities to end violence against women. By themselves the estimates for the indicators that the SDGs have formulated for monitoring provide a very limited, restricted picture of women’s experiences with violence.  To properly and effectively inform policy and action we need to know a lot more to understand what women are experiencing, so we need to look beyond the elements as formulated in the indicators., to more fully understand women’s experiences,



Computation of prevalence of violence

Number of ever-partnered/all women 
subjected to (type of) violence 

_________________________________________
Total number of (ever-partnered) women

Two time periods: 
• Lifetime: did it ever happen?
• Current: did it happen in the last 12 months?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Central to the VAW indicators and the work of measurement of VAW is the concept of prevalence.(explain def)Prevalence reflect the proportion in the whole population that has experienced for example a type of violence , thus prevalence data can only be collected through a representative sample of the general populations as we do through surveys.[CLICK]Two time periods are crucial and used in most surveys: in questions on experience of violence Life time gives the numbers for advocacy, like one in 3Current (that 12 months is part of lifetime), helps knowing what you currently need to address. The SDG indicators consider only 12 months because that is more sensitive to monitoring change. Both tell a different story but both together are important to have a better understanding a fuller picture of what is happening in terms of VAW in a population 



Sources of prevalence data 

•Methodologies designed to collect comparable data:
–Dedicated surveys

• WHO multi-country study on women’s health and domestic violence
• Survey conducted by European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)

–“Domestic violence (DV) modules” in other surveys 
• Demographic and Health surveys (DV-module)
• Reproductive health surveys (DV-module)
• UNECE module to measure UN VAW indicators

•Administrative records (police, health) NOT suitable to provide 
information on prevalence of VAW in general population
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Presentation Notes
Sources of prevalence data are surveys where all women are asked on about their experiences of violence.  Such surveys can be either dedicated surveys such as the WHO methodology or modules on violence attached to other surveys, such as the DV module, attached to the DHS.  In these surveys VAW is measured without ever asking about violence but through a series of questions on specific behavioural acts. [CLICK – this makes the text of the last line more transparent] Data from administrative records are not suitable for prevalence data, since most women experiencing violence do NOT use services or report what has happened to them (from surveys this is usually max 10%)



VAW surveys in UNFPA Asia-Pacfic region 
(37 countries) by October 2017

 30 countries have done a VAW prevalence survey 
4 countries did more than one survey with comparable methods

 26 have national data on intimate partner violence 
22 have data for SDG indicator 5.2.1

 17 have national data on sexual violence by non-partners
8 have data for SDG indicator 5.2.2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In summary in the UNFPA AP region (37 countries – map on next slide) by august 2016 we saw that [CLICK]30 have done a VAW prevalence surveyOnly 4 of these did more than one with comparable methodsThey are not all able to come up with estimates for the SDG indicators:[CLICK]26 have national data on intimate partner violence  22 have data for SDG indicator 5.2.1 (this just over  half of all countries in the region)[CLICK]17 have national data on sexual violence by non-partners only 8 have data for SDG indicator 5.2.2 (this is mainly because the majority of studies so far only collected lifetime prevalence and the indicator asks for prevalence in the last 12 months. (this is only one fifth of all countries)
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Presentation Notes
This map and balls gives prevalence rates for 29 countries  for which we have IPV data in the Asia Pacific region. It represents data as collected with the most recent survey using either WHO study or DHS, spanning a period of 17 years. Not all are based on national data, these results are as good as it can get The beige circles reflect the proportions of women reporting experience of physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner in their lifetime and the orange circles in the last 12 months. Only the orange circle represents part of what is required In SDG indicator 5.2.1 (only 12 m) but both sets of data are crucial to get the story.We use the map and balls because we find that it huge facilitates telling the story of what is happening in the region, and it removes the attention away from ranking, which we discourage because we always measure as good as it gets, and we always underestimated and levels of non-disclosure are unknown and variable. I want to highlight some of the findings: Prevalence rates vary widely across the region:Pacific – huge difference between Melanesia and Polynesia not only in rates but also in patterns with in Melanesia the highest prevalence rates and Polynesia even if it is higher than the world average it is considerable lower. These balls hide other variations: In Melanesia sexual violence is a big component of partner (and non-partner) violence but in Polynesia sexual violence is among the lowest in the world, Micronesia is more of a mixed bag.With both data elements lifetime and current you get a good impression of how hard or how easy it is for women to stop the violence or to leave a violent relationship. We see for example these patterns around the region:[CLICK TO GET BIG CIRCLE] Timor-Leste, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu are countries where both lifetime and current violence is high: the beige and orange balls are almost the same size showing that almost all women who ever experienced partner violence, still live with violence until now (almost half of all women), this indicates that violence has been most likely been ongoing since it started (or happens often). [CLICK] while in ASEAN countries, especially Lao PDR, Cambodia and Viet Nam, Myanmar, Philippines have quite similar, relatively low prevalence rate, with a rather large difference between lifetime and current violence. [CLICK] South Asia is very diverse with the latest study done in Afghanistan, while we think there are high levels of underreporting what is striking that almost 100% of women who reported violence have current violence. The data on this map is for the countries where UNFPA works and has offices, but in the region Australia, Brunei, New Zealand, Singapore and South Korea that also are committed to the universal 2030 Agenda. [CLICK] We can add the available Australia, New Zealand and Singapore.[CLICK] Interestingly both Singapore and Australia have the lowest current prevalence: 1%. The difference in lifetime and current prevalence for Australia is striking: 1 in 4 women ever experienced partner violence but only very few report current violence. I just explained the relevance of knowing both current and lifetime violence. We also need to know breakdowns by types of violence, frequency, severity, context. 



Key messages on prevalence
• Overall prevalence rates hide huge variations including between 

countries, regions, population groups
• The variation shows us that there violence is not inevitable
• Importance of understanding context and the story that the data 

tells for effective policy, prevention and response

Challenges:
• Countries without any data, most countries only one data point
• Issues with comparability
• Disaggregation, intersections with disability, poverty, etc.
• Limited capacity
• Prevalence data (surveys) will never capture the most severe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some conclusions :[CLICK]Violence is common everywhere – though levels and patterns vary. Variations in AP as wide as in the whole worldWe also saw that overall prevalence rates hide huge variations including between countries, regions, population groupsThe variation shows us that there violence is not inevitable. This is an important message of HOPEImportance of understanding context and the story that the data tells for effective policy, prevention and response [CLICK]                                                     The challenges that we have now are that:There are gaps: Countries without any data, most countries only one data point, we do not know yet very well if VAW is changingChallenges for disaggregation and to get meaningful results for the most vulnerable, intersections with disability, poverty, etcThe biggest challenge yet is Limited national and regional capacities for data collection, interpretation and use and that aim of our initiative is to address this issue.Finally we should realize for our interpretation that prevalence data is always an underestimation. We will never find the most severe casesThose who were killed, who are incapacitated, chronically illThose who are institutionalized, in hospitals, locked up (issues around finding associations with disability)Those who are too scared to talk, forbidden to speak with others…



kNOwVAWdata: Way forward
• Ongoing technical support to countries doing VAW surveys: 

coming up Mongolia, Indonesia, Viet Nam, Sri Lanka...
• Work on data literacy; the stories that the data tell, including 

promotion of better indicators to measure change
• Engage partners/stakeholders, participatory process, 

ownership, will make data easier to take up and to use
• Documenting and advocacy around process of data collection

• Upscale capacity building through partnership with regional 
institution: develop and pilot curriculum (2017-2018) and 
institutionalize training, communication/advocacy and technical 
support in the region; including network of researchers
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Stand by for announcements on this coming in the next few weeks. Follow us on social Media. 



THANK YOU !
hjansen@unfpa.org
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